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How do you feel about the current state of the 
University of Memphis men’s basketball team, 

and what can be done to improve and bring 
excitement back to FedEx Forum?

BY PATRICK GRAZIOSI  | STAFF

“I think they should 
improve their marketing 
strategy and take 
advantage of social media 
to broaden their brand.”

“Instead of relying on 
homegrown Memphis 
talent, the basketball pro-
gram should do more pro-
moting outside of the area 
to attract more players.”

-Tim Wilson
age 19, business 

marketing 

-Hannah Shelton
age 18, political 

science and 
international studies

“It’s all about coaching 
and buying into 
coach Tubby Smith’s 
philosophies. He needs 
more time to build the 
foundation, and the 
players have to execute.”

“After all of the player 
transfers, everyone is so 
down on the basketball 
team. We still have good 
players, and people need to 
remember that the players 
who left don’t make up the 
whole program.”

-Zane Sutherland 
age 20, biology

-Ladajah Sheppard 
age 19, nursing

“The basketball team 
should do a better job of 
promoting themselves. I 
always know when there 
is a big football game 
because of all the fliers and 
advertisements on campus. 
No one knows when the 
basketball team is playing.”

-Raj Patel 
age 22, business finance
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page 2

page 3 

Virtual  
painting 
with Bob 
Ross

page 3 

PowerPoint doesn’t 
really help and can 
knock students out 

page 3 

ISSUE DESIGNED BY ALANA KING AND MIKAYLA JACKSON

ILLUSTRATION BY ZACH LINDSAY | STAFF



The Student Activities 
Council announced the head-
lining artists for this year’s 
Spring Fling on social media 
Wednesday.

Rich Homie Quan, Travis 
Porter and Metro Boomin 
will perform for University 
of Memphis students at the 
event April 22 at Memorial 
Field.

Atlanta-native Rich Homie 
Quan is best known for his 
2013 hit “Type of Way” and 
has worked with big-name 
rapper Gucci Mane on his 
“Trap House 3” album.

Travis Porter, formed in 
2006, is a hip-hop group made 
up of Lakeem “Ali” Grant, 
Donquez “Quez” Woods and 
Harold “Strap” Duncan from 

Decatur, Georgia. The group 
has gained a following by 
uploading their music to You-
Tube. The biggest hits so far 
are “Aww Yea,” “Go Shorty Go” 
and “Bananas.”

Metro Boomin, a pro-
ducer and DJ from St. Lou-
is, recently gained much 

credibility because of his 
work with Drake and Future 
on the 2015 chart-topping 
single “Jumpman.” Some 
of his beats have been sold 
to Gucci Mane, and he has 
earned producing credits 
from ILoveMakonnen, Yo 
Gotti, Wiz Khalifa and Future. 

Rae Sremmurd and Tory 
Lanez performed at last 
year’s Spring Fling, and Ty 
Dolla $ign and ILoveMak-
onnen performed at 2015’s 
event.

The concert will begin at 4 
p.m., and doors will open an 
hour prior. Students with a 
valid U of M student ID will 
receive a free wristband for 
entry into the show.

Non-students are also 
welcome, but they must re-
serve a wristband through 
uofmspringfling.eventbrite.
com. Their wristbands can 
be picked up the day of the 
show with a paper or elec-
tronic Eventbrite receipt and 
valid state ID at either the 
Rose Theatre ticket window 
or the Student Activities Pla-
za at the entrance to Memo-
rial Field.

JjJHELP WANTED JjJHELP WANTED
SALES OPPORTUNITY - 
Base pay $800 per month, plus 
generous 20% commission. 
New business just starting up. 
Contact abscottcc@gmail.
com, or call (901) 406-5258 to 
schedule an interview. 

NOW HIRING SERVICE 
TECHNICIANS - for swimming 
pool servicing, light construction 
& remodeling work. Part-
time to full-time. Starting pay 
$12/hour. Monday-Friday, 
flexible schedule. Must have 
mechanical aptitude and good 
driving record. Call Robert Miller 
at (901) 491-4133 for interview.

PART-TIME CASHIER/
STOCKER - needed for Mon., 
Wed. & Thurs., 4 p.m. til 11 p.m. 
Some lifting required. Pay $10/
hour. Must pass background 
check. Email work history to: 
ponyboy2701@yahoo.com. 
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The Daily Helmsman is a 
designated public forum. 
Students have authority to make 
all content decisions without 
censorship or advance approval. 
The Daily Helmsman is pleased 
to make a maximum of 10 
copies of each issue available 
to a reader for free. Additional 
copies are $1. Partial printing and 
distribution costs are provided 
by an allocation from the Student 
Activity Fee.
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The Daily Helms-
man is committed 
to providing fair 
and accurate cov-
erage of the Uni-
versity of Memphis 
and surrounding 
area.

We take correc-
tions very seriously. 
If you notice mis-
takes or have any 
comments please 
email us at news@
dailyhelmsman.
com or contact our 
editor-in-chief at 
jonathancapriel@
gmail.com.
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Rae Sremmurd and Tory Lanez headlined last 
year’s Spring Fling. This year’s Fling will take 
place on April 22 and is free.  

Darrell C. Ray started 
as the vice president of 
student affairs for the 
University of Memphis 
on April 3. His main goal 
in coming to the univer-
sity is to provide servic-
es, programs and out-
reach for the students at 
the U of M.

Ray wants students to 
feel connected to the Uni-
versity of Memphis, have 
school pride and value a 
degree earned from this 
institution.

“They can have a great 
and amazing experience 
here if they just engage 
and not just treat it as 
going to class and going 
home,” Ray said. “I want 
to be able to help students 

build that school pride, 
connection to their peers, 
loyalty and the affinity to 
the university.”  

Ray said the size of the 
U of M’s campus gives 
him a chance to impact, 
connect and engage with 
as many students as 
possible. 

Ray was assistant vice 
president for student af-
fairs at Louisiana State 
University for nearly a 
decade. He graduated 
from the University of 
Georgia in 2003 and said 
he knows the struggles 
students face.

“There are thousands 
of other freshman having 
the same issue you have, 
but you think it’s just you. 
So you don’t ask for help,” 
Ray said. “That makes 
it even worse. I think 

students should under-
stand that I went through 
what a lot of them are 
probably experiencing.”

Ray said the most im-
portant issue facing stu-
dents is understanding 
their future. There are 
many students who are 
not sure about what they 
want their careers to be. 

When students are not 
sure, their commitment 
to continue their educa-
tion decreases, causing 
many students to drop 
out, Ray said.

 “If you know what you 
want to do, do some re-
search to be sure that’s 
what you want to do,” Ray 
said. “Once you get into 
those classes, know how 
you turn that degree into 
employment, and then if 
you don’t know what to 

do, spend time research-
ing to find out what your 
interest is, what your op-
tions are and what you 
think you want to do.” 

Ray encouraged stu-
dents to ask for help if 
they experience difficul-
ty or have a problem and 
to never wait or delay, 
whether it is for tutor-
ing, finding a way to get 
involved on campus or 
knowing about resources.  

“I think that inabil-
ity to sometimes ask for 
help – it makes the prob-
lem worse,” Ray said. “I 
don’t think students real-
ize that we are literally 
paid to make sure you 
are successful, and part 
of that is helping you 
when you have a prob-
lem or a question that 
you may have.”

New V.P. of student affairs wants 
to provide more services
By Maisa Jabi
mzqadan@memphis.edu
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Alyxandria Stafford is 
a 20-year-old health ad-
ministration major who 
said she falls asleep in 
class “all the time” dur-
ing Powerpoint presenta-
tions. Her friend, 22-year-
old Jamie Butler, said this 
is because some teachers 
just read off of the slides. 

“Next thing you know 
they go from a high-
pitched voice or an in-
teresting tone to a 
‘Hel l-why’d-I-come-to-
class-tone,’” Butler said. 

While these slideshows 
are a big part of the col-
lege curriculum, whether 
or not they are actually 
beneficial to students is 
the focus of a 2012 study 
called “I’m Ambivalent 
about it: The Dilemmas of 
PowerPoint.” Published by 
the American Sociologi-
cal Association, the study 
surveyed 384 surveyed 
students — 67 percent of 
these students reported 
that all or most of their 
instructors used Power-
Point presentations. 

The study also found 
that PowerPoints alone 
don’t usually “measur-
ably influence” students’ 
performance, and that the 
slideshows have a mini-
mal effect on grades. How-
ever, “access to instructor-
prepared, thorough class 
notes, in combination 
with PowerPoint,” was the 
crucial factor in improv-
ing student performance. 

Carrie Taylor, 20, a biol-
ogy junior from Brighton, 

Tennessee said she does 
not blame PowerPoints 
themselves for any bor-
ing lectures — she blames 
certain professors.

 “I have many profes-
sors that are interactive 
while using PowerPoints 
in their lectures and I 
follow along very easily,” 
Taylor said. “However, 
when a professor seems 
disinterested in the top-
ics being covered and just 
reads straight from the 
PowerPoint, I find myself 
struggling to stay awake.” 

Taylor said that she has 
to study the information 
covered in class at a later 
time for twice as long.

Julie Johnson, instruc-
tor in the department of 
earth sciences at the U of 
M, said she uses Power-
Points in over 95 percent 
of lectures and labs as she 
said it is a useful tool for 
presenting multimedia 
information.

“As STEM faculty, stu-
dents express the desire 
to be able to visualize the 
science,” Johnson said. 
“Videos, animations and 
pictures embedded in a 
PowerPoint presentation 
can help them do that.” 

Still, “I’m Ambivalent 
about it: The Dilemmas of 
PowerPoint,” also found 
that while PowerPoint 
presentations are used for 
simplicity, they can lead 
to “over-simplicity” where 
students are “discouraged 
and even derailed from 
critical thinking.”

“In some respects, I 
can see how the lack of 

PowerPoint presentations 
would actually encourage 
students to pay better at-
tention, take their own 
notes and attend class,” 
Johnson said.

Amaia Iratzoqui is an 
assistant professor in the 
department of criminol-
ogy and criminal justice 
at the U of M. She said she 
uploads “skeletons” of her 
PowerPoints for students 
to fill out online. Iratzoqui 
said that her students are 
more motivated to come 
to class when they know 
they will be receiving in-
formation not available in 
the textbook.

 “I reward attending 
students with questions 
on the test directly from 
the television, film and 
case study examples we 
discuss in class,” Iratzoqui 
said. “Students tend to do 
well on these questions 
if they have been pres-
ent and engaged in class 
discussions.” 

Krystin Kennedy is a 
21-year-old criminology 
and criminal justice se-
nior from Selmer, Ten-
nessee. She said that she 
has learned a good deal 
from professors who use 
PowerPoints similarly to 
Iratzoqui, as long as they 
do not read straight from 
them the entire class 
period.

 “In one class I learned 
really well from a profes-
sor who posted the Pow-
erPoint slides online but 
left a lot blank,” Kennedy 
said. “We had to attend 
class to fill it out.” 

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

Our liberty depends on 
freedom of the press, 
and that cannot be 
limited without being 
lost.

“

” - Thomas Jefferson

It’s Essential to a Democracy

Why I Like
Newspapers

Reading an authentic, paper 
newspaper still provides a 
certain experience that you 
cannot really achieve digitally. 
I could feel like each article was 
special and authentic.

“

”
 - Caleb Pettigrew, sophomore

      Computer Science

Study finds PowerPoints 
can lead to ‘over-simplicity’
By Makayla Boswell
mbswell3@memphis.edu

The Joy of Digital Painting: 
FedEx Institute hosts virtual 
painting workshop 

Students were coached 
in a “Digital Painting with 
Bob Ross” workshop Tues-
day afternoon in the Fe-
dEx Institute of Technology. 
Bob Ross was an American 
painter, art instructor and 
television host before he 
died in 1995. 

Ross was widely known 
as the creator and host of 
The Joy of Painting, an in-
structional television pro-
gram that aired on PBS 
from 1983 to 1994 in the 
United States, Canada and 
some other countries. 

Computer science ma-
jors Josh Hatcher and Rick 
DeSaussure both came up 
with the idea of having a 
workshop that gives the 
feeling of actually paint-
ing with Bob Ross. DeSau-
ssure said he did not think 
the idea would be accepted 
originally.

“I saw a streamer of 

someone painting with him 
virtually, and that’s when 
I came up with the idea of 
having this event,” DeSau-
ssure said. “I was surprised 
how well they liked my 
idea, and ran with it.”

Students had two differ-
ent activities to participate 
in the workshop. The first 
activity was painting along 
with a YouTube video of 
Bob Ross using Mircosoft 
Paint. 

“The artwork reenact-
ment was fun,” business 
management major Kath-
erine Boozer said. “It was 
very different for me.”

At the second station 
of the workshop, aspiring 
artists used an HTC Vive, 
a virtual reality device, to 
paint along with Ross. 

 “It’s the new age,” com-
puter science major Ka-
reem Dasilva said. “If you 
watched movies back in 
the day, this is the new, 
modern, virtual world they 
were talking about.”

By Adreonna Williams
wllams41@memphis.edu

FOLLOW 
THE DAILY 

HELMSMAN

@DAILYHELMSMAN
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Computer science major Rick DeSaussure gives 
a short introduction on Bob Ross.
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The University of Mem-
phis men’s soccer team con-
cluded its spring season 
Saturday as they begin pre-
paring for the fall season. 
The team will add 12 players 
and new goals for the 2017 
season.  

Head coach Richard Mul-
rooney plans to improve the 
team’s defense from last 
season. He wants his players 
to defend better as a team in 
order to apply pressure on 

their opponents. 
“The biggest change I be-

lieve will be in our defensive 
posture and how we defend 
as a group all the way from 
the forwards up top all the 
way back to our backline,” 
Mulroney said.  “We were 
very inconsistent with that 
this last fall as well as this 
spring, but it is a necessity 
that we defend as a unit with 
a pressure that will make the 
other team uncomfortable 
when they are on the ball.” 

In addition to modifying 
the defensive the style of play, 

Mulrooney is bolstering the 
defensive personal, bringing 
in five new defenders. 

“I feel the group we have 
coming in next fall is one of 
the more special groups we 
have recruited as a staff since 
we have been here,” Mul-
rooney said.

The Tigers participated 
in five pre-season spring 
matches, adding different 
playing styles in order to im-
prove for the upcoming fall 
season.

“In the spring we have 
implemented some pressure 
situations where we press 
the ball more as a team,” 
sophomore midfielder Jack-
son Morse said. “As a defense 
we approach the ball instead 
of the ball handler approach-
ing us. If one (defender) is 
weak, then so is the line. So 
we are working towards that 
to be a strong team and pro-
duce wins next semester.”

Morse returns for his 
sophomore season and is 

looking to improve on a solid 
freshman season. He was 
named to the AAC All-Rook-
ie squad, scoring six goals for 
the Tigers last season. 

Morse was also named 
HERO Sports National Player 
of the Week and AAC Offen-
sive Player of the Week after 
scoring two goals in a 2-0 
win against No. 25 UConn.

Senior transfer, Jordan 
Parron, and junior transfer, 
Ian Story, will add experi-
ence to the defensive back 
four. Sophomore Ben Roberts 
also transferred to Memphis. 
The three players joined the 
Tigers during the semester 
break and have participated 
with the team during the 
spring season. 

The Tigers added nine 
freshmen for the upcoming 
season — four midfielders, 
two forwards, two defenders 
and one goalkeeper. The new 
team members are from all 
across the United States, and 
many of them have played 

together at the junior level.
 “The new guys coming 

in is good for us – older guys 
bring experience at center 
back while the other young 
guys bring a good mix for 
competition,” sophomore 
midfielder Adam Bruce said. 

The Tigers are graduating 
three seniors this spring, but 
they retain the majority of 
the roster from the 2016 sea-
son, including many of the 
team’s regular starters.

Redshirt-senior Jake 
Leeker will also return for 
the 2017 fall season. Leeker 
started all 17 games as the 
goalkeeper for the Tigers in 
2016. Leeker was named 
AAC Goalkeeper of the week 
after the win against UConn 
last season. 

The team will return its 
best players and have qual-
ity recruits joining them, and 
they hope to improve upon 
last year’s performance.

 “This season we have 
guys that are really dedicat-
ed, and they are here to be 
a D-1 athlete, compete and 
win,” junior midfielder Ma-
son Morise said. 

The full Fall 2017 sea-
son schedule has not been 
released yet, but the Ti-
gers’ first match is set for 
August 25. 

3611 MIDLAND AVENUE

MONDAY NIGHT MEAL
FREE MEAL 

EVERY MONDAY 
AT 6PM

FRIENDSPEAK

PRACTICE YOUR 
ENGLISH 

CONVERSATION 
SKILLS ON 

MONDAYS AT 
5PM!

IF YOU WANT 
TO BE A 

VOLUNTEER, 
LET US KNOW!

REFUGE
WORSHIP WITH 

US EVERY 
THURSDAY 

AT 7PM

somamemphis.org @somamemphis

PHOTO BY JOE MURPHY | GOTIGERSGO.COM

By Caleb Hilliard
cbhllard@memphis.edu

ARE YOU 
EXCITED 

ABOUT TIGER 
BASEBALL?

@HELMSMANSPORTS

Men’s soccer finishes 
spring season and begins 
preparing for what’s next
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