
VOL. 84  NO. 073Thursday, February  16, 2017

People want to go out with a bang, literally

Men not 
safe from 
sexual 
assaults 

Women’s 
tennis coach 
brings 
excitement to 
team

page 5

From humble 
beginnings: 
softball player 
now on Division 
I team

page 8

New DNA 
technology 
could help 
parents create 
designer babies 

ISSUE DESIGNED BY JONATHAN CAPRIEL AND ALANA KING

ILLUSTRATION BY ZACH LINDSAY

page 2
SGA cabinet member and President Rudd weigh in on rec center

page 6

Company creates unique final resting places for cremated remains

Rudd to meet with Student 
Gov. over rec controversy

page 6

page 7



HELP WANTED
BIT-BY-BIT PRODUCTIONS           
currently in talent development 
phase, setting up interviews 
for potential cast & crew for 
project scheduled for filming 
in March. Have other projects 
for production in the future. 
Submit inquries by email to: 
MakingAMovie@aol.com, 
or snail mail to: Bit-By-Bit 
Productions, 3540 Summer Ave, 
Suite 406, Memphis,TN 38122. 

The Daily helmsman Classifieds
PRICES: Classified Line Ads: (per issue) $10 for the first 50 words and 10¢ for each additional word. Prepayment is required at time of  insertion. Payment can 
be made by cash, or check or money order made payable to The Daily Helmsman. Abbreviations count as a spelled word, hyphenated words count as one word,   
telephone numbers count as one word. 

Display Classified Ads: (per issue) $10 per column inch. Ads are limited to one column width of  1 and 1/2 inches. Minimum ad size accepted is 1 col. x 2 inches. Maximum ad size 
accepted is 1 col. x 4 inches.  Deadline to place an ad is noon two business days prior to publication.

To place your ad or for more information, please contact The Daily Helmsman at 
(901) 678-2191 or come to 113 Meeman Journalism Bldg. Memphis, TN 38152-3290

tweet us at 
@dailyhelmsman

The Daily 
Helmsman is 
committed to pro-
viding fair and ac-
curate coverage of 
the University of 
Memphis and sur-
rounding area.

We take correc-
tions very seri-
ously. If you notice 
mistakes or have 
any comments 
please email us 
at news@daily-
h e l m s m a n . c o m 
or contact our 
editor-in-chief at 
jonathancapriel@
gmail.com.

Corrections

The Daily Helmsman is a 
designated public forum. 
Students have authority to make 
all content decisions without 
censorship or advance approval. 
The Daily Helmsman is pleased 
to make a maximum of 10 
copies of each issue available 
to a reader for free. Additional 
copies are $1. Partial printing and 
distribution costs are provided 
by an allocation from the Student 
Activity Fee.

3711 Veterans Ave.
113 Meeman Journalism Bldg.
University of Memphis
Memphis, TN 38152

news@dailyhelmsman.com

Newsroom 901-678-2192
Advertising 901-678-2191

About us

Contact us

Editor-in-Chief
Jonathan Capriel

jonathancapriel@gmail.com

Managing Editors
Gus Carrington

agcarrington94@gmail.com

Mitchell Koch
mjkoch@memphis.edu

Design Editors
Alex Ellington

llngton2@memphis.edu

Alana King
aking11@memphis.edu

Megan Gibson
mrgibson@memphis.edu

Kristina Marlow
kmarlow1@memphis.edu

Brittany Wolfe
bnwolfe@memphis.edu

Copy Editors
Nick Lingerfelt

nicholaslingerfelt@gmail.com

Katie Sipple
kgsipple@memphis.edu

Sports Editor
Jon Bell

jmbell3@memphis.edu

General Manager
Candy Justice

Advertising Manager
Bob Willis

Administraative/Sales
Sharon Whitaker

Advertising Production
Brittany Lee

Keep your promises 
By Drew Gilmore 
cglmore1@memphis.edu

Recreaction center face-off
Your campus, your voice 

Students get multi-million dollar Band-Aid

The University of Mem-
phis needs to keep its 
promises to the students.  

In 2014, following a 
unanimous vote of the 
student senate, the stu-
dent body voted for a new 
recreation center and the 
fee that came with it. This 
came after assurances 
were made by the admin-
istration that raising fees 
would guarantee a new 
center and land bridge. 

In an email to the cam-
pus community, Interim 
President Brad Martin 
promised this monument 
to health and fitness on 
our campus and land 
bridge would be built. 

For two years, students 
paid an additional $146 
a semester on the prom-
ise that this money would 
pay for a brand spank-
ing new, decked out, top-
notch recreation center 
that contained all the key 
elements they wanted. 

The email our student 
body received on Sunday 
morning is disappointing, 
and I, along with many 
past and present student 
leaders, feel betrayed. 

I stand behind the Uni-
versity of Memphis being 
financially responsible – 
there is no reason not to. 
However, what I do not 
stand behind is breaking 
a promise to the student 
body that has already 
been well thought out and 
budgeted for. So far $15 
million has been raised 

of the nearly $63 million 
that would be used for the 
new center and the land 
bridge. 

President M. David 
Rudd’s email on Sunday 
said, “we will immediate-
ly begin limited improve-
ments that will see the 
(current recreation) facil-
ity through the next de-
cade.” That is not what we 
have been paying for the 
past two years and that is 
not what we were prom-
ised. Instead of a world-
class facility we will 
instead receive a multi-
million dollar Band-Aid.

Rudd has disrespected 
the students who paid 
into this promise by not 
consulting the student 
senate first. I am thrilled 
to hear the land bridge 
will still be built, but 
what about the climbing 
wall, the largest indoor 

Drew Gilmore, Student 
Goverment Association 
cabinet member  

Rudd: rec is coming 
OpinionQ and A 

Helmsman reporter Jurn-
ee Taylor interviewed Presi-
dent M. David Rudd about 
the recreation center delay. 

Taylor: What went wrong 
with the rec center plans?

Rudd: “It’s a convergence 
of things as I have men-
tioned, and really the timing 
of it. We had a short notice 
request from the regents to 
respond to whether not we 
are going to release a con-
tract with the rec center. In 
response to that, I had to 
make a quick decision. We 
don’t actually have to make 
an immediate decision on 
whether or not to let the con-
tract [go] forward, and we 
recognized a convergence of 
variables primarily around 
the financial model. The fi-
nancial model was not gen-
erating the dollars needed 
to build both the recreation 
center and the land bridge 
simultaneously [nor] at the 
level it had been planned. 
We did not have an adequate 
financial model [to build] a 
facility [costing] $63 million 
dollars plus the operational 
costs on the facility.”

Taylor: Many students 
are saying that the rec cen-
ter is not going to be built. Is 
that true?

Rudd: “That’s not ac-
curate—we are absolutely 
building this. It’s just been 
delayed for 18 months. 
The fund that we estab-
lished — and are collecting 

[for] — obligates us to build 
the rec center and the land 
bridge, which we are going 
to do; but we are going to 
have to do those within the 
financial constraints of the 
fee. 

“I have no idea why 
[some] would come to that 
conclusion. We are absolute-
ly building the rec center—it 
is delayed by 18 months, and 
I have actually no idea why 
they think we are not going 
to build an additional facil-
ity. When we get the new 
facility done, we will repur-
pose parts of the old facility. 
It is important to remember 
we build new buildings here 
all the time, and we repur-
pose the old ones”

Taylor: At the end of the 
fall semester, we were told 
construction would begin 
at the start of Spring 2017. 
What caused the original 
delay?

University of Memphis 
president, M. David Rudd

The delay of the recreation center sparked controversy among University of Memphis students and alumni. Many ac-
cuse the university of breaking a promise to students who’ve paid an increased student fee to fund the new center. U of M 
President M. David Rudd said the center would be built and will talk to students during Thursday’s student government 
meeting at the University Center. 

Budget causes minor delay in construction 
By Helmsman staff
news@dailyhelmsman.com 

see PROMISE on page 3see RUDD on page 3
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collegiate track in the 
nation, the numerous 
basketball courts and 
sprawling intramural 
fields? Will the parking 
garage be built with the 
money set aside for the 
recreation center when 
there is a separate fee 
approved by the student 
senate for that? 

This new recreation 
center was going to be 
the next jewel in this 
campus’ crown. This 
building was going to 
help put the U of M on 
the map for prospec-
tive students. This is 
the same building that I 
could not wait to tell my 
Frosh Camp kids about 
this summer at NaCoMe.  
The same building 
whose plans have been 
sitting on the current 
rec center’s welcome 
desk for six months. The 
same building that three 
years’ worth of fresh-
man have been told to 
look forward to. The 
same building that three 
years’ worth of gradu-
ating students are up-
set they will not have a 
chance to utilize. 

This is not about a 
building or a bridge—
this is about not back-
ing out of a promise. It is 
about reminding school 
administrators why we 
have a Student Govern-
ment Association. This 
is about standing up 
against those who would 
blatantly disregard the 
student body’s wishes. 
This is about reminding 
those in charge that SGA 
surveys and student 
voices matter. 

Those plans are now 
in the trash. The new rec 
center is not the legacy 
of an SGA party or an 
Interim President, it is 
the understanding that 
Memphis Tigers deserve 
respect, honesty, and 
fair bargains. We de-
serve more. 

We are “Driven by Do-
ing” so I’m calling on my 
fellow students to now 
make their voices heard. 
Tweet your opinions 
about this matter direct-
ly to the administration 
to @UofMemphisPres. 

This Thursday at 7 
p.m. I will be attending 
the student senate meet-
ing where Rudd will dis-
cuss his plan. Please join 
me and let our entire 
school know we are not 
letting this issue go. Feel 
free to use the hashtag 
#BuildOurRec on social 
media to let your voice 
be heard – let’s get this 
rec center built!

Rudd: “It was issues on 
cost and planning. The orig-
inal planning (was) slowed 
down on all of those facili-
ties. If you look at the Cen-
tennial Place building, it 
was open almost a year later 
than the plan. It is a nor-
mal process of planning a 
building: making sure that 
the financial model is good, 
breaking ground and com-
pleting the project’s ordi-
nary delays; and in this case, 
there were some delays as-
sociated. Part of that was 
making sure that we have 
a sound financial model for 
the building.”

Taylor: Do Centennial 
Place and the music build-
ing have an effect on our 
ability to pay for the new rec 
center?

Rudd: “When we built 
Centennial Place, it had cost 
overruns [that] were more 
significant than anticipated. 
That increases what’s called 
debt serviced to the univer-
sity. And so, part of the dif-
ficulty is that we can’t have 
a debt service that exceeds 
our capacity to reasonably 
pay for it. To add another 
$63 million to our debt 

service for the university as 
a whole in light of the other 
buildings that have been 
built recently, put(s) us in 
a challenging position in 
terms of debt service for the 
university.”

 Taylor: To what extent 
did the new dorm push us 
back?

Rudd: “It has impact on 
our ability to pay for other 
building projects. We have a 
payment on that facility, and 

that payment ended up cost-
ing more than the original 
projected plan, very much 
like the rec center was es-
calating the cost. Originally, 
it was conceptualized in the 
$50-55 million range. It re-
cently escalated to over $60-
63 million. We have to be 
very careful and thoughtful, 
plan very carefully to the fi-
nancial model and to break 
ground on it in 18 months. I 
understand it is frustrating 
for students, but I encourage 
students to see what may be 

more frustrating: for us to 
build a building that exceeds 
the financial model, our ca-
pacity to manage the finan-
cial model and have a series 
of tuition increases because 
of that. We are doing ev-
erything we can to hold tu-
ition and fees down. Had we 
not made this decision, we 
would have some tuition in-
creases that were unexpect-
ed and unanticipated.”

Taylor: How will U of M 
be paying for the current rec 
center renovations?

Rudd: “We are using 
capital maintenance funds. 
Those are funds that allow 
us to improve existing build-
ings. This year in our budget, 
we have been allocated $14 
million (to) what is referred 
to as capital maintenance 
funds. Those funds go to the 
air conditioning of some of 
our older buildings. We will 
not be using the student fee 
to do that.”

Taylor: What about the 
land bridge and the parking 
garage?

Rudd: “Those are mov-
ing forward. The hope is the 
process would move fast 
enough to break ground this 
summer. Those contracts 
have already been estab-
lished, so that process is 
moving forward.”

Taylor: Students were 
told they could use the rec 
center after they graduate 
once it was built—is that still 
true?

Rudd: “That is something 
that I can talk to the student 
government about. I never 
confirmed that commit-
ment was made. That was 
not something I was a part 
of. We will have to look at 
that from a financial per-
spective, but that is some-
thing I would be willing to 
consider.”

uuRUDD
Continued from page 2

uuPROMISE
Continued from page 2

U of M President M. David Rudd will talk about the recreation center 
delay  and meet with the Student Goverment Association during an open 
meeting tonight at 7 p.m. in the University Center Senate Chambers. 

PHOTO BY JONATHAN CAPRIEL | STAFF
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University of Memphis art professor Cedar Nordbye wants to allow his art students to have 
somewhere to express their views about President Donald J. Trump, but he worried about pushing 
politics on them. He decided to let them draw whatever they wanted regarding the presidency on 
pieces of paper that were then posted on a bulletin board in the hall of the first floor of the Arts and 
Communication building. 

“I told them I had been thinking about our immigrants, and how they make our campus better, 
and how it might be a good time to remind them, or let them know, by making the signs,” Nordbye 
said. “That’s where it started, and it went off in different directions; people playing with humor and 
protest.”

Studio art major Lucy Kuykendall hopes the drawings will start conversations.
“(Nordbye) just wanted us to make a commentary on it,” the 20-year-old said. “It could be for 

or against the law—it just had to be about it. Most or all of us were like, ‘F*** Trump!’ and ‘Yahoo 
immigration.’”

PAPER PROTEST

PHOTOS BY JACQUELINE HANNA | STAFF

Lucy Kuykendall Terry Knight Kenny Finzer

Jamie Shin

Jimmy Otulana
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Head coach Hayden 
Perez has the University 
of Women’s tennis team 
off to a fast start. 

A three-time Intercol-
legiate Tennis Associa-
tion Central Region As-
sistant Coach of the Year 
and coach of the 2013 
Big Ten co-champions 
Nebraska, he has led the 
Tigers to a 3-1 record  so 
far this season. 

Perez is a native of 
Abeline, Texas. During 
his time at Abeline High 
School, he captured a 
state tennis title in 1994, 
but Perez says he did not 
start off playing tennis 
as a kid.

“I grew up playing soc-
cer up until around mid-
dle school,” Perez said. “I 
didn’t start playing ten-
nis until I was around 
14. My mom was a rec-
reational tennis player 
and one day she needed 
a partner for doubles. I 
picked up the racket for 
the first time and fell in 
love with it right then.”

A big part of his coach-
ing style stems from two 
people — Kim Gidley, 
his high school assistant 
coach, and James Helvey, 
his college head coach 
at Cameron University. 
Perez was a graduate as-
sistant for Helvey and 
later a volunteer coach 
from 2001 to 2002. 

“They were very in-
fluential in what I be-
came,” Perez said. “They 
both took me under their 
wings and helped me im-
prove daily in practice.”

In 2003, he took his 
first head coaching posi-
tion at the University of 
Wyoming. After associ-
ate head coaching posi-
tions at Texas Tech and 
Nebraska, he became 
head coach at Memphis 
in 2014.

He took what he 
learned from Gidley and 
Helvey and implemented 
it into his own coaching 
style, Perez said. 

“Details,” Perez said. 
“Generally we want to fo-
cus on the small things, 
good footwork and good 
effort. We work on how 
our players approach 
matches and how they 
keep focus and stay ag-
gressive during the 
match.” 

 Perez enjoys coaching 
and finds joy in interact-
ing with his players. 

“I love spending time 
with the kids,” Perez 
said. “It is a lot of fun 
to be around this di-
verse group. They’re a 
hard-working, dedicated 
bunch.”

Josephine Cao, Kansas 
native and one of only 
three freshmen on Per-
ez’s team, describes her 
coach as “energetic, loud, 

(and) sometimes acts 
like a child,” but that’s 
what she likes about 
him. 

“Coach Perez’s person-
ality, I would say, is one-
of-a-kind,” Josephine 
said. “He is a really goofy 
person. It’s easy for us to 
talk to him about issues. 
We banter back and forth 
a lot, and we are basical-
ly children when we are 
around each other. It’s 
just a fun environment. 
He calls me ‘Bang Bang.’”

Perez emphasizes 
three things that Jose-
phine says he preaches 
daily.

“During both practic-
es and games his main 
things to do is: effort, at-
titude, and sportsman-
ship,” Josephine said. 
“Always give 100 per-
cent effort. Always have 
a good attitude even 
when you’re losing. Al-
ways have good sports-
manship on and off the 
court.”

Cao’s twin sister, Kath-
erine, echoed Josephine’s 
feelings about their 
coach.

“Hayden’s personality 
is very encouraging, car-
ing, competitive and fun-
ny,” Katherine said. “The 
best advice I’ve received 
from him so far is that 
everything will fall into 
place if I have a good at-
titude on court and give 
it my best effort.”  

FEBRUARY 20         5—6:30PM
PANHELLENIC BUILDING

CENTER FOR 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE IN THE INNOVATION DRIVE PARKING GARAGE  
(340 INNOVATION DRIVE)

RSVP: GAIL WARREN  
GKWARREN@MEMPHIS.EDU  |  (901) 678-2814

INTERNATIONAL
EDUCATION SERVICES

Memphis women’s tennis coach brings enthusiasm to team
By Jeremiah Graham
jgraham9@memphis.edu

Women’s tennis head coach Hayden Perez encourages his team during 
the match. Perez helped head Nebraska to five NCAA tournaments and 
one Sweet Sixteen. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF MEMPHIS ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS

Upcoming women’s tennis schedule
Feb. 18: 

University of Missouri 
Minneapolis, Minn.

Feb. 19:

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Feb. 25:

Ole Miss
Oxford, Miss. 
1 p.m.

March 3: 

Jackson State University
The Racquet Club 
(Memphis)
1 p.m. 

March 12: 

Southern Illinois U.
The Racquet Club 
(Memphis)
10 a.m.

March 15: 

Lamar University
The Racquet Club 
(Memphis)
9 a.m.

March 15: 

Missouri State 
University
The Racquet Club 
(Memphis)
3 p.m.

March 18: 

University of Houston
Houston, Texas

March 19: 

Rice University 
Houston, Texas

Follow women’s tennis @UofMTennis

PAPER PROTEST
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The funeral process is of-
ten thought of as depress-
ing, cumbersome and even 
boring. 

Select your casket. 
Choose your plot. 
While there’s nothing 

particularly wrong with 
that, some people want to go 
out with a bang.

When famous journalist 
Hunter S. Thompson passed 
away in 2005, he had his 
cremated remains loaded 
into fireworks shells and 
shot into the atmosphere 
from a 153-foot tower he 
erected specifically for the 
occasion. The exit was a fit-
ting one for the outside-the-
box Thompson, and it start-
ed a trend.

All of a sudden, people 
began brainstorming for 
creative ways to be remem-
bered. Cremation services 
specializing in converting 
ashes into gunpowder, vinyl 
records, jewelry and tattoos 
became prevalent.

While some of the options 
are humorous, the people in 
charge of these businesses 
take their work seriously 
and say it can help with the 
grieving process.

“I do believe having 
something beautiful people 
can reflect on that incorpo-
rates the body or spirit of 
their loved ones does help 
with the grieving process,” 
said David Blake, founder of 
Spirit Services.

Spirit Services is a collec-
tion of artists, as opposed 
to a single shop like other 
cremation companies. They 
specialize in paperweights, 
garden orbs, eternal flames 
and glass flowers ranging 
from $80 to $200.

Blake says that new 
acrylic jewelry and musical 
snow globe urns are cur-
rently in the early stages of 
production. 

“We’re very excited for 
what the future holds in 
what we feel is a revisiting 
of having art be a large part 
of death,” Blake said.

Jason Leach, founder of 
United Kingdom-based An-
dvinyly and a fan of art him-
self, has left his own imprint 
on the cremation game. 

Leach takes cremated 
ashes and presses them into 

24-minute double-sided vi-
nyl records that can contain 
music, noises, or even the 
voice of the deceased. 

Prices vary from $3,500 - 
$10,000. The higher end of 
the pricing scale includes 
a “FUNeral” ceremony 
where experienced event 
organizers create a proper 
send-off by including jokes, 
speeches, and dances while 
your specialized record is 
played. 

The funeral business is 
a family affair for Leach, 
who grew up hearing sto-
ries from his mother about 
ashes.

“I grew up with a story 
about my great-grand-
dad’s ashes being released 
from a boat in the South 
Sea with the wind blow-
ing and they had to sweep 
him off the deck,” Leach 
said. “I went to scatter 

my granddad’s ashes in the 
same spot and the same 
thing happened.”

Leach saw the story about 
Hunter S. Thompson and it 
became the inspiration for 
Andvinyly.

The popularity of creative 
cremation services has ris-
en over the past 10 years, 
but not without detractors.

“Occasionally via social 

posts, we get ‘that’s dis-
gusting’ or such, but that’s 
maybe 1 percent of the 
comments,” Blake said. “No 
matter what you do in life, 
someone isn’t going to like it 
– it’s a big world out there.”

Psychologist Jim Cham-
berlin doesn’t think there 
is anything wrong with 
these cremation practices, 
as long as the deceased and 

their family are on the same 
page. 

“Death is a part of life and 
funerals are meant for cel-
ebrating or honoring life,” 
Chamberlin said. “If some-
one wants to be cremated 
in an unorthodox fashion 
then so be it – people are 
entitled to grieve and re-
member loved one’s in their 
own way.”

3611 MIDLAND AVENUE

MONDAY NIGHT MEAL
FREE MEAL 

EVERY MONDAY 
AT 6PM

FRIENDSPEAK

PRACTICE YOUR 
ENGLISH 

CONVERSATION 
SKILLS ON 

MONDAYS AT 
5PM!

IF YOU WANT 
TO BE A 

VOLUNTEER, 
LET US KNOW!

REFUGE
WORSHIP WITH 

US EVERY 
THURSDAY 

AT 7PM

somamemphis.org @somamemphis

The Egyptology Graduate Student Association 
                                    Presents

Memory and Identity 
at the Elite Tombs of Amarna

 A Lecture by Dr. Gay Robins
  Samuel Candler Dobbs Professor of Art History
                              Emory University
             Author of The Art of Ancient Egypt 

Free & Open to the Public

Tuesday, February 21, 2017
6:15 pm Reception / 7:00 pm Lecture

University Center Theater (UC 145)
University of Memphis

Sponsored by the Institute of Egyptian Art & Archaeology 
and the Department of History

A Tennessee Board of Regents Institution. An Equal Opportunity/A�rmative Action University.

By Patrick Graziosi
pgrazios@memphis.edu

Cremation services transform ashes into art
By Patrick Graziosi
pgrazios@memphis.edu

PHOTO BY JACQUELINE HANNA | STAFF

Businesses that specialize in turning cremated ashes into various objects are booming in 
popularity. Some of the possible cremation creations are vinyl records, jewlery, bullets, fireworks 
and snowglobes. 
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Imagine having the 
power to make disorders 
and diseases disappear 
forever. 

Next, think about pass-
ing down only positive 
traits – the ability to be 
athletic, intelligent and 
attractive – to all of your 
future descendants. 

Wednesday’s ruling by 
the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office to 
award Broad Institute the 
patent to CRISPR, a new 
gene-editing technique, 

has brought all of those 
fantasies to the precipice 
of reality.

The decision ended a 
multi-year squabble with 
the University of Califor-
nia—Berkeley over the 
coveted patent, and high-
ly reputable companies 
such as DuPont and Mon-
santo are ready to cash 
in. CRISPR stocks soared 
once the news spread, 
and the scientific commu-
nity celebrated the major 
breakthrough.

University of Tuske-
gee Dean of Arts and Sci-
ences and genetics expert 

Channapatna Prakash is 
ecstatic over the CRISPR 
technology and its game-
changing potential.

“We have a cure for 
many inborn disorders, 
new therapy for many dis-
eases, a powerful tool for 
controlling deadly infec-
tious, insect-borne diseas-
es like malaria and Zika,” 
Prakash said. “There are 
too many positives.”

Not only would ge-
nomes in the human body 
have the ability to be al-
tered, but also the ge-
nomes in our crops would 
as well, yielding more 

nutritious, climate-resil-
ient food with fewer tox-
ins, Prakash said.

Scientists say the threat 
of designer babies would 
not arise for a while, but 
the possibilities of what 
can be done are endless.

When asked about what 
other new scientific tech-
nology and techniques to 
watch for, Prakash contin-
ued his excitement.

“There’s too many,” 
Prakash said. “There 
are many groundbreak-
ing technologies on the 
horizon.”

The way CRISPR works 

is fairly simple. The sys-
tem scans through limit-
less amounts of DNA code 
until it finds mutated de-
fects. Then, it deletes the 
faulty portion of the ge-
nome, and scientists can 
choose to replace it or 
wait for the body to repair 
itself instead. By editing 
sperm cells and eggs, you 
can eradicate the mutated 
DNA forever.

HIV, Huntington’s Dis-
ease and mosquito-trans-
mitted viruses are a few of 
the biggest ailments rem-
edied by the gene editing.

Prakash said the ben-
efits of CRISPR would be 
noticed “in a couple of 
years.”

The endless possibili-
ties have some in a fear-
ful state at what could 
come next. Some scien-
tists are warning people 
to stay away from making 
“designer babies” while 
pushing for CRISPR to 
only be used to cure the 
sick. 

Senior criminal jus-
tice major Hunter Gribble 
agrees.

“I think we should be 
careful with this new 
technology,” Gribble said. 
“If we use it for good, 
to save lives, that’s one 
thing. If we use it to make 
everyone look the exact 
same, then it’s going to be 
a problem.”

In mid-January, a Uni-
versity of Memphis student 
reported that he was sexu-
ally assaulted after inviting 
an older woman he met 
online to his house. 

Sexual assault is a prob-
lem, which affects both 
women and men on col-
lege campuses across the 
country. 

Some of these crimes go 
unreported, which could 
be due to stigmas associat-
ed with sexual assault and 
men.

“One thing that we al-
ways need to consider 
when we are talking about 
statistics on men’s experi-
ences of sexual violence 
is that in many instances 
there are barriers to dis-
closing for any survivor,” 
said Laura Palumbo, com-
munications director for 
the National Sexual Vio-
lence Resource Center.

Data from the Campus 
Sexual Assault Study by 
the NSVRC reports one in 

16 men are raped or sex-
ually assaulted while in 
college, but Palumbo said 
the numbers might not be 
accurate.

“ O f t e n 
times we can 
assume that 
this is a low 
estimate be-
cause there 
may be many 
men who 
were not 
comfortable 
or really don’t 
know what 
they experi-
enced,” said 
Palumbo.

The effects 
of a sexual assault can be 
as damaging for men as 
they are for women.

“The impacts of sexual 
assault for men are most 
definitely long-term and 
short-term,” Palumbo said. 
“Chronic impacts vary 
from higher rates of smok-
ing, higher use of alcohol 
or alcoholism and higher 
rates of drug use.”

According to the Rape, 

Abuse, and Incest National 
Network, 11.2 percent of all 
students experience rape 
or sexual assault. While 

women are more likely to 
experience sexual violence 
than men, assault on a man 
is not rare, and many men 
are reluctant to report the 
crime. Societal standards 
and traditional viewpoints 
on male sexuality may in-
fluence how men report or 
perceive unwanted sexual 
contact. 

Sexual assault survivors 
are reluctant to report the 

crime for a variety of rea-
sons, but a common theme 
among victims of both gen-
ders is self-blame, U of M 

Interim Chief 
of Police 
Derek Myers 
said.

“Sexual as-
sault is prob-
ably the most 
underreport-
ed crime,” 
Myers said. 
“A lot of vic-
tims think, 
‘How did I let 
this happen? 
How did this 
happen to 

me?’”
Victims are afraid to 

come forward for a lita-
ny of reasons, including 
thinking their family and 
friends and the police are 
not going to believe them, 
Myers said.

“There’s a fear that peo-
ple are not going to take 
their complaint seriously 
or that they’ll be shamed or 
shunned,” Myers said.

The United States 

Department of Justice dis-
covered just 30 percent of 
sexual assault cases in the 
United States are reported 
to the authorities. Many 
victims cite embarrass-
ment, a fear of reprisal or 
a belief the police cannot 
or will not do anything to 
help.

Assault can also cause 
victims to question their 
sexuality.

“For heterosexual men, 
along with this idea of 
masculinity, there might 
be some confusion,” said 
Timothy Miller, a post-doc-
toral fellow with the U of M 
Counseling Center. “‘Why 
didn’t I like it?’ might be 
a question, and that may 
cause them to question 
their sexuality … It doesn’t 
mean anything about your 
sexual orientation because 
it’s an assault.”

Victims of sexual assault 
can call the National Sexu-
al Assault Hotline at 1-800-
656-4673, and male vic-
tims can chat about their 
sexual assault experience 
at 1in6.org.

Sexual assault affects men and women
By Sage Cotton
news@dailyhelmsman.com

Memphis-area help for survivors 

Shelby County Rape Crisis Center: 
901-222-4350 

University of Memphis Counseling Center: 
901-678-2068

Websites: 

pandys.org/malesurvivors.html
thehotline.org

New gene editing technology excites some 
in scientific community, scares others
By Patrick Graziosi
pgrazios@memphis.edu

Cremation services transform ashes into art
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Volleyball, basketball, 
softball — Tori Harris was 
a multi-sport athlete from a 
small school. Now, she has 
taken her softball game to 
the next level. 

Harris, a Memphis na-
tive, played volleyball, bas-
ketball and softball for Ma-
con Road Baptist School. 
She is the first girl from 
Macon Road to play a sport 
in college and the first Di-
vision I athlete from the 
school.

“When I was in middle 
school and high school, I 
wanted to play basketball,” 
Harris said. “I had some of-
fers from smaller schools.” 

Harris decided it was 
more cost-effective to go to 
the University of Memphis 
and stay close to home. She 
realized in Spring 2014 that 
she could try out for Mem-
phis’ softball team. 

“That summer we re-
ally focused on developing 
skills, getting in the best 
shape I could be, ” Harris 
said. 

Unlike many college ath-
letes, competitive softball 
was not Harris’ gateway 
to playing in college. As a 
freshman, she tried out for 
a walk-on spot on the U 
of M softball team. She is 
now a backup catcher for 
Memphis. 

“My dad said I was 
wasting my time … I was 

spending too much money 
(on softball),” Harris said. 
“My mom and step-dad al-
ways told me I could do it. 
They would prep with me, 
play with me and play catch 
with me in the backyard.”

Harris’ mother, Vicki 
Cone, was her coach in high 
school. Having her mother 
as a coach made her a bet-
ter athlete, Harris said. 

 “If I was being lazy in 
any aspect, my mom would 
tell me to get my stuff to-
gether,” Harris said. “Anoth-
er coach may not have nec-
essarily picked up on that 
… Now, mom is my straight 
support system.”

Harris’ mother said 
her daughter’s advantage 
lies in the work ethic she 

instilled in her.
“I am incredibly proud 

and would like to take cred-
it, but it was her who built 
her talent,” Cone said.  

When she is not on the 
field, her role on the team 
now is to be “motivation” 
and encourage her team-
mates, Harris said.

“That group in the dug-
out is the underestimated 
part of the team,” Harris 
said. “That’s who keeps you 
focused, keeps you up … 
I’m a really loud person. I 
just start yelling and it all 
goes from there.”

This season the Tigers 
will face top NCAA teams 
like No. 18 Kentucky, No. 22 
South Florida and No. 24 
South Carolina.

“College softball is the 
top of the list and division 
one is the best of the best,” 
Harris said. “Texas A&M 
is coming to our place this 
year. It’s crazy—that’s one 
of the best teams in the 
nation.”

Last weekend, the Tigers 
began their season 3-2 in 
the Felsberg Invitational. 
Harris said the team’s atti-
tude heading into this sea-
son has been “hype.”

“Everyone is excited to 
go into this year with the 
seniors leading the way,” 
Harris said. “We brought in 
a great group of freshmen 
who are really on board 
with what we are trying 
to accomplish, and we are 
definitely excited to play.”

Softball player 
upgrades from 
small school to 
Division I team

By Abigail Warren
ewarren2@memphis.edu

DeMarini Desert Classic

Feb. 17-19
Las Vegas, Nevada

FAU Invitational

Feb. 25-26
Boca Raton, Fla.

Blues City Classic

March 3-5
Tigers Softball Complex

U of M Softball 
Tournament

March 10-12
Tigers Softball Complex

vs. Texas A&M

March 14 at 5:30 p.m.
Tigers Softball Complex

Upcoming softball schedule

Follow 
@helmsmansports 

for the 
latest 

basketball 
news and 
live tweets 
of games

Follow Memphis softball @MemphisSoftball

WWW.DAILYHELMSMAN.COM8  I  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2017


