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Two University 
of Memphis female 
students reported 
being forcibly fon-
dled and one female 
student reported be-
ing raped, just this 
month. Two of the 
assaults occurred in 
dorm rooms, while 
the other was at the 
campus bookstore.

U of M police of-
ficer William Skin-
ner reported a 
19-year-old female 
said she was in the 
campus bookstore 
when a suspect, 
who was aroused, 
approached and 
brushed up against 
her. The report said 
the suspect then 
made a comment 
that he would be 

in the University 
Center later if she 
wanted to come find 
him.

Another U of M po-
lice officer, Jacoby 
Wright, reported an 
18-year-old victim 
said she was in her 
dorm room at Car-
ney-Johnston Resi-
dence Hall on the 
Lambuth campus 
when a fellow stu-
dent acquaintance 
entered the room, 
exposed himself 
and groped her. The 
report said she then 
slapped the suspect 
and he stopped. The 
report also stat-
ed the suspect had 
made unwanted ad-
vances prior to this 
offense. 

According to the 

Tennessee Bureau 
of Investigation, six 
forcible sex offens-
es were reported at 
the U of M in 2015. 
Five of these were 
forcible fondling 
offenses. One was 
reported as forc-
ible rape. Howev-
er, these were only 
part of 119 total sex 
offenses in the re-
port on Tennessee 
college campuses 
in 2015. Fifty-six of 
these were classi-
fied as rape, eight 
as forcible sodomy, 
six as sexual as-
sault with an object 
and 49 as fondling. 

“People need to 
be more aware that 
this is a big issue 
that is happening,” 
U of M freshman 

Katelynn Baker 
said. “If more peo-
ple knew about the 
statistics, maybe 
more can be done to 
prevent it.”

According to TBI, 
each year since 
2012, the number 
of total forcible sex 
offenses on Ten-
nessee college cam-
puses has actually 
increased: 46 in 
2012, 53 in 2013, 94 
in 2014 and 119 in 
2015. Forcible fon-
dling offenses have 
also increased: 17 
offenses in 2012, 18 
in 2013, 34 in 2014, 
and 49 in 2015. 

Overall, the cat-
egory of “Sex Of-
fenses - Forcible” 
increased by 26.6 
percent in 2015, 

according to TBI. 
There was a 9.8 per-
cent increase in re-
ported rapes from 
2014 to 2015.

Memphis Area 
Women’s Council 
executive direc-
tor, Deborah Clubb, 
said there are many 
actions that can 
be taken by uni-
versities to help 
prevent sexual as-
saults from happen-
ing on college cam-
puses. The council 
is a non-profit or-
ganization dedi-
cated to improving 
women’s health and 
education. 
“There has to be a 
campaign that this 

By Gus Carrington and 
Jeremiah Graham
news@dailyhelmsman.com

see SEXUAL ASSAULT on 
page 3
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University of Mem-
phis President M. David 
Rudd and Provost Karen 
Weddle-West answered 
questions about diver-
sity, inclusiveness and 
anti-violence at a town 
hall meeting in the Uni-
versity Center Theatre 
on Thursday.

Rudd and Weddle-
West were asked about 
the recent incident of 
a racist note being left 
on a student’s car, the 
conditions of universi-
ty workers and general 
safety concerns on cam-
pus, among other topics.

“It’s a wonderful op-
portunity to have people 
working with you to im-
prove and enhance the 
quality of the entire ex-
perience at the Universi-
ty of Memphis,” Weddle-
West said. 

When asked why no 
one was caught for the 
incident regarding the 
racist note left on the 
windshield of the ath-
lete’s car, Rudd said there 
was very limited camera 
coverage and no actual 
footage of the note being 
left on the vehicle. He 
said the university was 
looking into getting bet-
ter camera coverage for 
the Central parking lot.

One U of M custodian 
became emotional talk-
ing about her work over-
load. She said there was 
not enough manpower to 
sufficiently clean every 
building on this cam-
pus, which has been a 
common complaint from 
custodians for years 
now. President Rudd 
said they have already 
made an action plan, 

starting with the hire of 
the new head of Physical 
Plant. Rudd said it takes 
time to fix problems like 
the ones the university 
is having and suggested 
having another town 
hall meeting where they 
can discuss the imple-
mentation of this plan. 

One student raised 
concerns about safety 
on campus during night-
time hours. Rudd said 
the creation of the new 
TIF district, which will 
improve infrastructure 
on the Highland Strip, 
aims to increase walk-
ability in the area and 
help decrease crime. He 
also said the increased 
police force should 
help with any safety 
concerns. 

“We are the safest 
large campus in Tennes-
see,” Rudd said. “Your 
safety is our top priority.”

Weddle-West said the 
university also offers es-
cort services for safety 
reasons for anyone who 

may want them. The uni-
versity will be launching 
a new app devoted to 
safety called LiveSafe in 
2017.

Rudd also spoke about 
the construction of the 
new student recreation 
center beginning next 
month. He said the new 
basketball facility is 
coming along nicely and 
groundbreaking on the 
new football facility will 
begin in the near future.  

Rudd said construc-
tion on the new park-
ing garage would begin 
in October of next year. 
The university is also 
looking into expanding 
parking and green space 
where Richardson Tow-
ers once stood.

When asked about 
the lack of diversity in 
the faculty, Weddle-West 
said creating faculty di-
versity is a challenge. 

“The university makes 
a determined effort to 
get the most diverse pool 
of candidates possible 

for each open position,” 
Weddle-West said. 

Regarding the new 
crosswalk bridge, Rudd 
said it would be a per-
manent solution for stu-
dents to not be stopped 
by oncoming trains, ad-
dressing frustrations 
voiced about the ongo-
ing construction on the 
train tracks.

One student asked 
about what the univer-
sity was planning to do 
with Mynders Hall and 
Rudd said they would 
make a decision on that 
shortly. Mynders Hall 
is currently uninhabit-
able because there is no 
air conditioning in the 
building.

Rudd and Weddle-
West concluded the 
meeting by thanking ev-
eryone for coming and 
participating in the com-
munity meeting.

“This is your univer-
sity and I would encour-
age you to get involved,” 
Rudd said. 
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JHELP WANTED                 
SERVICE STAFF APPLICA-
TIONS being accepted at Fire-
birds Wood Fired Grill, 8470 
Highway 64. We are looking for 
teamwork-oriented profession-
als with a passion for service 
& hospitality who want to work 
in a fun, casual/upscale envi-
ronment. Must have serving 
experience. Applicants should 
have knowledge of beer, wine 
& liquor. Firebirds is a team of 
individuals who have fun while 
taking service seriously. Please 
no emails or phone calls. Apply 
online at: http://fi rebirdscareers.
com/, choose Memphis location. 
After reviewing your application, 

we will call you to set up an in-
terview. 

 THE DAILY HELMSMAN  Classi� eds
PRICES: Classifi ed Line Ads: (per issue) $10 for the fi rst 50 words and 10¢ for each additional word. Prepayment is required at time of  insertion. Payment can 
be made by cash, or check or money order made payable to The Daily Helmsman. Abbreviations count as a spelled word, hyphenated words count as one word,  
telephone numbers count as one word. 

Display Classifi ed Ads: (per issue) $10 per column inch. Ads are limited to one column width of  1 and 1/2 inches. Minimum ad size accepted is 1 col. x 2 inches. Maximum ad size 
accepted is 1 col. x 4 inches.  Deadline to place an ad is noon two business days prior to publication.

 To place your ad or for more information, please contact The Daily Helmsman at 
(901) 678-2191 or come to 113 Meeman Journalism Bldg. Memphis, TN 38152-3290

tweet us at 
@dailyhelmsman

The Daily Helms-
man is committed to 
providing fair and 
accurate coverage 
of the University 
of Memphis and 
surrounding area.

We take correc-
tions very seri-
ously. If you notice 
mistakes or have 
any comments 
please email us 
at news@daily-
h e l m s m a n . c o m 
or contact our 
editor-in-chief at 
jonathancapriel@
gmail.com.

Corrections

By Nick Lingerfelt
nicholaslingerfelt@gmail.com

Send us your thoughts
@dailyhelmsman

University town hall meeting opens 
discussion on safety and diversity

U of M President M. David Rudd and Provost Karen Weddle-West answer 
questions at the university town hall meeting on Thursday. The meeting 
was held to address student and faculty concerns.
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will not be tolerated 
because no one should 
feel unsafe on cam-
pus,” Clubb said. “Cam-
puses can put up signs, 
posters and have vid-
eos in the student 
center to let students 
know that this is a 
no-tolerance school.”

Clubb said she be-
lieves faculty mem-
bers actually play a 
big part in sexual as-
sault prevention.

“Teachers could 
show students video 
clips and tell students 
whom to contact in 
case of an assault oc-
curring on campus,” 
Clubb said. “I think 
they have to be heav-
ily involved in order 
for things to change.”

A September 2005 
survey commissioned 
by the Association of 
American Universi-
ties found that more 
than 27 percent of fe-
male college seniors 
reported having ex-
perienced some form 
of unwanted sexual 
contact since enter-
ing college. Clubb 

said sexual assault is 
a big cultural issue.

“I believe media 
plays a large part in 
this,” Clubb said. “You 
have music that glo-
rifies the objectifica-
tion of women. You 
also have violent vid-
eo games that show 
that it’s okay to abuse 
women because if 
you do, you get a high 
score. When you have 
kids playing these 
sort of games and lis-
tening to that kind of 
music, it desensitizes 
the child.”

Clubb said violent 
media normalizes the 
behavior of attackers.

“It reduces a per-
son’s ability to be 
empathetic towards 
a victim,” she said. 
“Especially if you 
are witnessing an at-
tack first hand. Some 
might even join in on 
the attack because 
they think it’s okay.”

Junior education 
major Kaelyn Knight 
has a slightly differ-
ent take on the me-
dia’s role.

“While I do think 
more people need to 
be aware, I also think 
the media overblows 

these statistics,” she 
said. “I don’t think 
these assaults are 
happening that often. 
You really don’t know 
how bad it is.”

In 2014, President 
Obama appointed the 
White House Task 
Force to Protect Stu-
dents from Sexual 
Assaults. During the 
research phase, the 
Rape, Abuse and In-
cest National Net-
work (RAINN) gave 
the White House a 
list of recommen-
dations that urged 
“the task force to 
remain focused on 
the true cause of the 
problem.” 

RAINN pointed out 
rape is “not caused 
by cultural factors 
but by the conscious 
decisions of a small 
percentage of the 
community to com-
mit a violent crime.” 
RAINN’s research 
suggests 90 percent 
of rapes at colleges 
are perpetrated by 
3 percent of college 
men, which indicates 
an issue with repeat 
offenders.

Clubb said it’s im-
portant that incom-
ing college freshmen 
are met with infor-
mation about sexual 
assault.

“They are the 
most vulnerable in 
my opinion,” Clubb 
said. “They may not 
know about the dan-
gers of drinking and 
partying on cam-
pus. Teachers can 
hold meetings in the 
dorms to help spread 
awareness.”

PALACE CINEMA
I-40 & I-240 at SUMMER AVE

www.memphiscinema.com 763-1111

SHOWS AFTER 10 PM FRIDAY & SATURDAY ONLY 

DISCOUNT PRICES DAILY
Before 4PM $6.50 for ADULTS
$5.50 for Children 11 & under
& Senior Citizens 65 & up

ECONO SHOWS

 4 - 6 PM DAILY
$5 ALL SEATS 4-6 PM

  After 6PM $7.50 for ADULTS
$5.50 for Children 11 & under
& Senior Citizens 65 & up

$2 EXTRA for 3-D MOVIES

$2 POPCORN & COCA COLA
         COMBO BETWEEN
             4 & 6 PM ONLY
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DON’T BREATHE (R) 2:15 - 5:15 - 7:45 - 9:55

:00 - 5:00 - 7:45
2:00 - 5:00 - 7:10 - 9:20 

:00 - 5:00 - 7:20 -  9:40

KEVIN HEAR: WHAT NOW? (R)  
                     2:00 - 3:00 - 5:00 - 5:40 - 7:15 - 8:00 - 9:30
THE ACCOUNTANT (R)  2:00 - 5:00 - 7:45 
MAX STEEL (PG-13)  2:00 - 5:10 - 7:30 - 9:40
THE BIRTH OF A NATION (R)  2:00 - 5:00 - 7:30 - 10:00
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 
                              (2D) (PG13)  2:00 - 5:00 - 7:45                       

2

2

MAGNIFICENT SEVEN (PG-13)  
STORKS (2D) (PG) 
WHEN THE BOUGH BREAK (PG13)
                                                  

By Clivona Burse 
ceburse@memphis.edu

New #BLM class focuses on athletes

The University of 
Memphis’ sociology 
department is intro-
ducing a new course 
for the upcoming 
2017 spring term 
called “Black Athlete 
Activism in the Age 
of #BlackLivesMat-
ter,” devoted to ad-
dressing the issues 
of black student ath-
letes from both a his-
torical and modern 
perspective. 

Adjunct faculty 
member and doctor 
of philosophy, Darron 
Smith, will teach the 
course. Smith said 
he thought of creat-
ing this class after 
San Francisco 49ers’ 

quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick protested 
by refusing to stand 
for the playing of the 
national anthem.

“Kaepernick’s sign 
of protest is so rel-
evant and impor-
tant in today’s time,” 
Smith said. “It’s been 
proven that when 
athletes use their 
voices as a sounding 
board to injustice, 
things get done a lot 
faster.” 

Smith said the ob-
jective of the class 
delves specifically 
into the athlete’s per-
spective. It will shed 
light on what other 
players have done 
in the past and what 
they’re doing now to 
stand against racial 

discrimination and 
injustice that African 
Americans face. 

“I think ‘King James’ 
(LeBron James) is the 
ultimate ambassador 
of what a black ath-
lete should do,” Smith 
said. “His work and 
activism has really 
set a high standard. 
He has donated mil-
lions of dollars into 
charities and worked 
with youth.”

Smith said he 
wants to encourage 
other black student-
athletes to use their 
“celebrity and posi-
tion” for the change 
and advancement of 
colored people. He 
said the aim is not 
just for social growth, 
but for enhancing 

their education as 
well. 

He said one great 
way athletes can ad-
vance this agenda is 
by pushing the uni-
versity to improve its 
African and African 
American Studies 
program to increase 
classes focused on 
black issues and so-
lutions to improve as 
a community.   

“It’s in the best in-
terest of athletes to 
try and change their 
circumstances be-
cause at the end of 
the day, they have 
to look at their fu-
tures and the fact 
that a large number 
of student athletes 
won’t end up in the 
league,” Smith said. 

“Therefore, they have 
to have a plan B.” 

Smith said al-
though the focus of 
the class is on black 
athletes, it will still be 
insightful and ben-
eficial to all students 
as an elective credit. 
He said there will 
also be various guest 
speakers to shed light 
on the #BlackLives-
Matter movement.

“Black students 
need to be able to 
access information 
and knowledge that 
is relevant to their 
time,” Smith said. 
“Therefore, I’m quite 
pleased that the uni-
versity and sociol-
ogy department has 
allowed me to teach 
this class.”

T.I. and K Camp 
headline homecoming

The University of 
Memphis announced 
the headlining acts for 
this year’s homecom-
ing festival Wednesday 
on the homecoming’s 
Twitter account along 
with the full homecom-
ing week schedule. 

Hip-hop artists T.I. 
and K Camp will play 
at the Bluff City Bash 
concert Oct. 28 with 
free admission for stu-
dents, following the an-
nual homecoming pa-
rade that starts at 5:30 
p.m. on the University 
Center Lawn.

The U of M continues 

the trend of having 
popular hip-hop art-
ists perform at its stu-
dent events. Basket-
ball spring fling 2016 
hosted Tory Lanez 
and Rae Stremmurd. 
Football homecoming 
2015 hosted B.o.B. and 
Ludacris. Basketball 
spring fling 2015 host-
ed Ty Dolla $ign and 
ILOVEMAKONNEN. 

There will also be a 
comedy show Oct. 24 
with Lil Duval. Stu-
dents can purchase 
tickets at the Rose The-
atre box office starting 
at 4 p.m., an hour ear-
lier than the general 
public. Wristbands are 
required for entry.

By Mitchell Koch
mjkoch@memphis.edu

The Daily Helmsman’s 
Twitter followers voted Las 
Delicias as their favorite 
place near campus to eat 
Mexican food over El Mez-
cal by a vote of 63 percent 
to 37 percent. This vote fol-
lows last week’s vote of the 
best place to eat on cam-
pus, which was dominated 
by Chick-fil-A. 

Las Delicias, also vot-
ed as the No. 1 Mexican 
restaurant by The Mem-
phis Flyer in their survey, 
prides itself on providing 
authentic Mexican cui-
sine straight from Mexico, 
thanks to owners Leila and 
Antonio Martinez. Other 
contenders in this catego-
ry were Moe’s Southwest 

Grill, El Puerto, Swanky’s 
Taco Shop, El Porton, Los 
Compadres and El Toro 
Loco. 

Help influence the out-
come of the next vote by 
going to our Twitter page @
dailyhelmsman next week 
and giving your input. Be 
on the lookout for the first 
round of polls Monday for 
the best breakfast food 
around campus.

Best breakfast food 
near campus:

1. Brother Juniper’s
2. Bryant’s Breakfast
3. Another Broken Egg
4. Staks Pancake   

           Kitchen
5. Café Eclectic
6. Blue Plate Café
7. Perkins Restaurant
8. Pancake Shop

The delicious Las Delicias
By Mitchell Koch
mjkoch@memphis.edu
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The Memphis Tigers 
(4-1, 1-0 American 
Athletic Conference) 
will face Tulane (3-2, 
0-1 AAC) on the road 
Friday night. Memphis 
holds a 20-11 series 
lead over the Green 
Wave thanks to a nine 
game winning streak 
that started in 2002 
when both teams were 
in Conference USA. 
Eight of the nine wins 
come by two scores or 
more.

What’s at Stake
Houston was upset 

last week by Navy. The 
door for the west divi-
sion is now a three-
team race for first 
between Memphis, 
Houston and Navy. 
Memphis can stay tied 
for first in the AAC 
West standings with 
a win against Tulane 
and raise their chanc-
es of a conference 
championship bid. Af-
ter short-rested 34-27 
win last week against 
Temple, the Tigers 
want to avoid a loss as 
they take on the Green 
Wave. 

Tulane is a team 
that is looking to 
prove themselves as a 
competitor in the con-
ference. Last season, 
they went 1-7 in con-
ference play. Their de-
fensive numbers have 
improved since last 
season, but they are 
still unproven against 

high quality offenses. 
To prove that they can 
compete in the AAC, 
they will have to keep 
coming along as a 
program. 

Key Matchup
Last week, Mem-

phis gave up 445 pass-
ing yards and two 
touchdowns to Phil-
lip Walker and the 
Temple passing at-
tack. But, Tulane is a 
team that runs the ball 
more than 50 times 
per game. Averag-
ing about 246 yards 
per game, the Green 
Wave’s rushing attack 
will be a challenge 
for the front seven of 
Memphis. 

If Memphis can 
cause Tulane to punt 
early in their posses-
sions, then the defense 
should be well rested 
and prepared to stop 
the run. If Tulane can 
run the ball well and 
control the clock, the 
Green Wave could tire 
out the Memphis de-
fense and make the 
game close. 

Key Players
Memphis lineback-

er, Genard Avery:
Avery leads Memphis’ 

defense in tackles (33), 
tackles for loss (4) and 
defensive touchdowns 
(2). He is also tied for 
the lead in intercep-
tions with two. He has 
been the leader of the 
Tigers’ defense and will 
have the opportunity to 
improve his numbers 
against Tulane. 

Memphis quarter-
back, Riley Ferguson:

After playing two 
tough defenses in a 
row, Ole Miss and 
Temple, Ferguson has 
a chance to fill the stat 
sheet. Anthony Miller, 
the team’s leading re-
ceiver, is questionable 
for Friday night. Fer-
guson might be forced 
to look for other op-
tions without Miller 
on the field. 

Tulane quarterback, 
Glen Cuiellette:

Cuiellette does not 
throw the ball a ton in 
the Tulane offense, but 
against a strong front 
seven, he might be 
forced to throw more 

often. He could be 
the difference maker 
for Tulane if he plays 
well. But, he could 
also make a lot of mis-
takes because of an in-
creased role. 

Tulane Offensive 
Line: 

The Green Wave’s 
focus on offense is 
running the ball and 
the main key to run-
ning well is blocking. 
Thanks to solid run 
blocking, Tulane has 
four running backs 
with more than 150 
yards and 30 car-
ries on the year. But, 
without starting cen-
ter Junior Diaz, they 
could be in some 
trouble. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016 1 
NORTH FRONT STREET 

MEMPHIS, TN 38103

ADMISSIONS WORKSHOP  - 5:00 - 6:00 P.M. 
BUILDING TOURS - 6:00  - 7:00 P.M.

TO RSVP OR FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT 
MS. PENNY ROGERS AT 901-678-5403 OR RPENNY@MEMPHIS.EDU 

UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
CECIL C. HUMPHREYS SCHOOL OF LAW 
2016 OPEN HOUSE

Driven by doing.
The University of Memphis, a Tennessee Board of Regents institution, 
is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action University. It is committed 
to education of a non-racially identifiable student body.

KAPLAN TEST PREP WILL GIVE AWAY AN LSAT PREP CLASS TO ONE STUDENT ATTENDEE
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Memphis at Tulane Preview
By Jon Bell
jmbell3@memphis.edu

Memphis wide receiver Anthony Miller (3) breaks a tackle from a Tulane 
defender in last year’s game. The Tigers travel to New Orleans to play 
Tulane Friday in their second conference game of the season. 
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The game is 
scheduled for 
a 7 p.m. kick-
off on Friday 

in New Orleans 
and will be 

broadcast on 
ESPNU. 
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@HELMSMANSPORTS
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